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INTRODUCTION 

Reading comprehension stands as a critical skill in the realm of language acquisition and academic 

achievement, serving as a pivotal gateway to understanding diverse texts and fostering the development 

of vital critical thinking abilities. The ability to derive meaning from written material not only enables 

students to access and digest information effectively but also equips them with the skills necessary for 

higher-order cognitive processes (Puranik & Li, 2022). As such, investigating the strategies employed by 

students to enhance their reading comprehension becomes a focal point of research in the educational 

landscape. 

In recent years, the scholarly community has witnessed an increasing emphasis on the significance 

of understanding the cognitive processes that underlie effective reading comprehension. Numerous 

strategies have been proposed and explored, ranging from visualization and questioning to 

summarization and making connections (Bakken & Lund, 2018). However, the dynamic and personalized 
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nature of strategy selection, influenced by individual learning styles and contextual demands, adds a layer 

of complexity to this area of inquiry. 

Amidst this backdrop, the current qualitative research endeavours to delve deeper into the realm of 

reading comprehension strategies, particularly focusing on the perceptions and utilization of these 

strategies by tenth-grade high school students. By employing in-depth interviews and focused group 

discussions, this study aims to shed light on the intricate interplay between individual learning 

preferences, cognitive processes, and the selection of reading strategies (Chen et al., 2019). The adoption 

of a phenomenological research approach facilitates the exploration of the 'how' and 'why' behind 

students' strategic choices, as well as their evaluations of the effectiveness of these strategies in 

augmenting their reading comprehension skills. 

Furthermore, this investigation recognizes the influence of cultural and linguistic factors on 

students' reading strategy preferences. The diverse backgrounds and language proficiencies of 

participants contribute to the multifaceted nature of reading comprehension strategy utilization. This 

study aspires to uncover the ways in which cultural heritage and language skills shape students' strategic 

engagement with texts. 

By discerning patterns in strategy preferences across demographic variables such as age, gender, and 

language proficiency, this research contributes to the broader understanding of how personal 

characteristics intersect with strategic deployment. This knowledge can inform educators, curriculum 

designers, and educational policymakers in tailoring reading instruction to better suit individual needs 

and cultural contexts. 

In summation, the present study emerges against the backdrop of the increasing need to 

comprehend the intricate dynamics of reading comprehension strategies. By offering insights into the 

multifarious factors that influence strategy selection, this research not only advances theoretical 

understanding but also bears practical implications for enhancing reading comprehension pedagogy. 

 

METHOD 

This qualitative study employs a phenomenological research approach to investigate students' 

perceptions, preferences, and utilization of reading comprehension strategies. Phenomenology is 

particularly suitable for exploring individuals' lived experiences and the meanings they ascribe to those 

experiences (Ary et al., 2014). This method aligns well with the aim of understanding how students engage 

with reading strategies, their motivations for strategy selection, and their assessments of strategy 

effectiveness. The participants in this study consist of tenth-grade high school students drawn from 

diverse backgrounds and contexts. A purposive sampling technique is employed to ensure a range of 

experiences, learning styles, and cultural perspectives are represented in the study. The sample size will 

be determined by data saturation, ensuring that new insights cease to emerge from the collected data. 

Data is collected through in-depth semi-structured interviews and focused group discussions. Semi-

structured interviews provide the flexibility to delve into participants' responses while also allowing for 

the exploration of emergent themes (Creswell & Creswell, 2018). Focused group discussions provide an 

additional layer of interaction by facilitating group dynamics and the exchange of perspectives. The 

interviews and discussions are guided by a set of open-ended questions designed to explore various 

dimensions of participants' engagement with reading strategies. Questions revolve around the types of 

strategies students employ, their decision-making processes in selecting strategies, perceived benefits of 

these strategies, challenges encountered, and any adjustments made based on text complexity. The 

questions also touch upon participants' cultural background and language proficiency, probing how these 

factors influence their strategy choices. 
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The collected data undergoes a thorough and systematic process of thematic analysis, which serves 

as the cornerstone of data interpretation. This analytical method involves several distinct stages, each 

contributing to a comprehensive understanding of the participants' responses. Firstly, in the 

Familiarization phase, the transcripts of the interviews and focused group discussions are meticulously 

read multiple times. This iterative process enables the researchers to become deeply immersed in the 

richness of the data, facilitating a thorough grasp of its nuances, context, and inherent meanings. Next, 

during the Initial Coding stage, segments of data that hold significance are singled out and assigned initial 

codes. These codes capture essential concepts, ideas, and sentiments conveyed by the participants. This 

initial coding phase functions as a crucial step in breaking down the data into manageable units for 

further analysis. Subsequently, the Theme Development phase involves grouping the coded segments 

into potential themes. These themes emerge from the patterns, commonalities, and variations present in 

participants' responses. This step provides a structured framework for understanding the recurrent ideas 

and concepts that surface across the collected data. In the Review and Refinement phase, the identified 

themes undergo meticulous scrutiny. Themes are refined through iterative comparisons with the data 

and other themes, ensuring that they accurately encapsulate the participants' perspectives and 

experiences. This iterative process enhances the accuracy and validity of the identified themes. Finally, 

the Interpretation and Synthesis stage brings the research full circle. The final themes are examined in 

the context of both the research objectives and the existing literature. This examination fosters an in-

depth understanding of how the emergent themes align with prior knowledge, offering insights that 

contribute to a cohesive narrative. The themes, once interpreted, are synthesized into a coherent 

framework that helps illuminate the complex interplay between individual characteristics, cultural 

contexts, and the strategic use of reading comprehension strategies. 

By meticulously following this structured thematic analysis process, the study ensures a 

comprehensive and robust understanding of the data, ultimately leading to a nuanced and well-informed 

exploration of the research questions and objectives. To ensure the credibility and rigor of the study, 

methods such as member checking and peer debriefing are employed. Member checking involves sharing 

preliminary findings with participants to validate the accuracy and interpretation of their responses. Peer 

debriefing entails seeking input from colleagues familiar with qualitative research methods to ensure an 

unbiased and comprehensive analysis. Ethical guidelines are adhered to throughout the research process. 

Informed consent is obtained from all participants, and their privacy and confidentiality are maintained. 

Pseudonyms are used to ensure anonymity, and data is stored securely. Through the adoption of a 

phenomenological research approach and the use of in-depth interviews and focused group discussions, 

this study seeks to uncover the intricacies of students' engagement with reading comprehension 

strategies. The qualitative nature of the research allows for an in-depth exploration of participants' lived 

experiences and provides valuable insights into the dynamic interplay between individual characteristics, 

cultural contexts, and strategic utilization. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

As the cornerstone of language acquisition and academic achievement, effective reading 

comprehension is a skill that empowers students to extract meaning from diverse texts, fostering critical 

thinking abilities and enabling deeper engagement with knowledge. In pursuit of unravelling the intricate 

tapestry of strategies that underlie this skill, our study embarks on an exploration of tenth-grade high 

school students' perceptions, preferences, and utilization of reading comprehension strategies. Guided 

by a phenomenological research approach and bolstered by in-depth interviews and focused group 

discussions, our investigation unveils a landscape rich in insights, revealing not only the strategies 

employed by students but also the rationale behind their choices and their assessments of strategy 
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effectiveness. The interplay between individual learning styles, contextual demands, cultural influences, 

and metacognitive awareness emerges as a central theme, highlighting the dynamic nature of reading 

strategy adoption. This opening of the findings section delves into the mosaic of themes that surfaced 

through rigorous thematic analysis, shedding light on the diverse range of preferences, the cognitive tools 

employed for deeper engagement, the strategic adaptation process, and the influence of demographic 

variables. Join us in this journey of discovery, as we present the multifaceted dimensions of students' 

strategic engagement with reading comprehension 

Diverse Range of Strategy Preferences 

Participants exhibited a diverse range of strategy preferences when engaging with texts to enhance 

their reading comprehension. The strategies employed included visualization, questioning, 

summarization, and making connections. These preferences were driven by individual learning styles and 

the specific demands of the reading material. 

Cognitive Tools for Deeper Engagement 

The strategies were perceived as cognitive tools that facilitated deeper interaction with the text. 

Participants reported that strategies such as visualization helped them create mental images, aiding in 

understanding complex concepts. Questioning strategies prompted critical thinking and active 

engagement with the material, contributing to a more profound comprehension of the text. 

Metacognitive Awareness and Strategy Adaptation 

An intriguing finding was participants' metacognitive awareness regarding their strategic choices. 

Many participants reflected on their approach to reading and acknowledged adjusting their strategies 

based on the complexity of the text. This awareness highlighted their ability to self-regulate their reading 

processes for optimal comprehension. 

Cultural and Linguistic Influences 

The impact of cultural and linguistic factors on strategy selection was evident in the findings. 

Participants from diverse cultural backgrounds emphasized how their heritage and language proficiency 

shaped their reading approach. Certain strategies were favoured due to cultural inclinations, showcasing 

the intricate interplay between personal identities and reading strategy adoption. 

Interplay of Demographic Factors: 

Patterns in strategy preferences emerged across demographic factors such as age, gender, and 

language proficiency. These patterns provided insights into how personal characteristics intersect with 

strategic engagement. Younger participants tended to gravitate toward more visual strategies, while older 

participants displayed a preference for analytical techniques. Gender differences were observed, with 

females often emphasizing collaborative strategies and males focusing on independent strategies. 

Strategies as Tools for Knowledge Retention 

The strategies employed by participants were not only instrumental in enhancing comprehension 

but also contributed to knowledge retention. Summarization strategies, in particular, were noted for their 

efficacy in condensing and internalizing information, aiding long-term recall. 

Complexity-Adjusted Strategy Deployment 

Participants' flexibility in adjusting strategies based on the complexity of the reading material was 

a recurrent theme. Strategies were tailored to suit the intricacy of the text, underscoring the adaptive 

nature of strategic deployment. 

Educational Implications 

These findings have important implications for educators and curriculum designers. The 

recognition of diverse strategy preferences suggests that a multifaceted approach to teaching reading 

comprehension may be more effective. Acknowledging the influence of cultural and linguistic factors 

could aid in the development of culturally responsive reading instruction. 
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The findings of this research illuminate the intricate landscape of reading comprehension 

strategies among tenth-grade high school students. The diversity of strategy preferences, metacognitive 

awareness, and the impact of cultural factors underscore the complex nature of strategic engagement. 

Patterns across demographic variables provide valuable insights into the interplay between personal 

attributes and reading strategy adoption. This study enriches our understanding of how students navigate 

the process of reading comprehension and offers valuable insights for educational practices aimed at 

enhancing this vital skill. 

Discussion 

The diversity of strategies employed by the participants underscores the personalized nature of 

reading comprehension. This finding aligns with previous research that emphasizes the importance of 

tailoring strategies to individual learning styles. The prevalence of strategies like visualization and 

questioning speaks to students' preferences for techniques that align with their cognitive inclinations 

(Bakken & Lund, 2018). Moreover, the variety of strategies adopted suggests that a flexible and 

comprehensive approach to teaching reading comprehension may be more effective than a one-size-fits-

all approach. 

Participants' recognition of strategies as cognitive tools resonates with the emphasis on the 

cognitive nature of reading comprehension. The reported effectiveness of strategies such as visualization 

and questioning in fostering deeper engagement with the text is consistent with previous research on 

metacognition and cognitive engagement (Radosavlevikj, 2020). This finding suggests that integrating 

explicit instruction on these strategies could enhance students' active involvement with texts, thereby 

promoting better comprehension. 

The metacognitive awareness demonstrated by participants aligns with the importance of 

metacognition in learning. This finding suggests that students are not only employing strategies but also 

reflecting on their effectiveness and adjusting them in response to varying text complexities (Karaca & 

Uysal, 2023). This level of metacognitive engagement is indicative of higher-order thinking skills and 

aligns with educational goals of fostering self-regulated learners. 

The influence of cultural background and language proficiency on strategy selection aligns with 

sociocultural theories of learning and cultural psychology. The findings resonate with discussions on the 

role of language proficiency and cultural identity in shaping cognitive processes (Radosavlevikj, 2020). 

This finding underscores the importance of recognizing and respecting students' cultural backgrounds in 

designing reading instruction that resonates with their lived experiences. 

The observed patterns of strategy preferences across demographic factors mirror the findings of 

previous studies. The gender-related differences in strategy emphasis align with sociocultural theories of 

gender, suggesting that educational interventions might consider tailoring strategies to cater to diverse 

gender perspectives (Scherer et al., 2023). The age-related variations in strategy choices highlight the 

evolving nature of cognitive development and suggest that instructional approaches should evolve 

alongside students' cognitive maturation. 

The insights gained from this study offer valuable implications for educators and researchers. The 

recognition of diverse strategy preferences calls for a pedagogical approach that accommodates individual 

learning styles. Integrating strategies like visualization and questioning explicitly into reading instruction 

might empower students to adopt more effective reading practices (Sybing, 2021). Additionally, 

acknowledging the role of cultural and linguistic factors could guide the design of culturally sensitive 

reading materials and strategies. 

This study contributes to our understanding of reading comprehension strategies by highlighting 

the intricate interplay between individual characteristics, cognitive processes, and contextual influences. 
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The findings underscore the importance of tailoring instructional approaches to individual learning styles 

and cultural backgrounds, ultimately enhancing students' reading comprehension abilities. 

It is important to acknowledge certain limitations of this study. The sample size was relatively 

small, and the focus on tenth-grade high school students might limit the generalizability of the findings 

to other age groups. Additionally, the study primarily relied on self-report data, which could be subject 

to response bias. Future research could consider employing a larger and more diverse sample and 

incorporating additional measures, such as think-aloud protocols, to provide richer insights into 

participants' cognitive processes during reading. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, this study delved into the intricate landscape of reading comprehension strategies 

among tenth-grade high school students, shedding light on the multifaceted interplay between individual 

characteristics, cognitive processes, and contextual influences. The findings underscore the value of 

tailoring instructional approaches to accommodate diverse learning styles and cultural backgrounds, 

ultimately fostering more effective reading comprehension abilities. 

The insights garnered from this research have notable implications for both educators and 

researchers. The recognition of individualized strategy preferences emphasizes the importance of 

employing a versatile pedagogical approach that resonates with students' cognitive inclinations. The 

incorporation of explicit instruction on strategies such as visualization and questioning stands out as a 

potential strategy for enhancing student engagement and comprehension. Acknowledging the role of 

cultural and linguistic factors highlights the significance of culturally sensitive reading instruction that 

acknowledges and respects students' lived experiences. 

Moving forward, several avenues for future research warrant exploration. Firstly, a longitudinal 

study could provide insights into the developmental trajectory of reading strategy preferences and their 

impact on academic achievement over time. Secondly, investigating the effectiveness of tailored reading 

interventions based on individual learning styles and cultural backgrounds could offer practical strategies 

for educators. Furthermore, exploring the interplay between reading comprehension strategies and 

technology-mediated learning environments could shed light on the evolving landscape of reading in the 

digital age. 

Additionally, incorporating neurocognitive research methodologies, such as neuroimaging 

techniques, could unveil the neural underpinnings of strategy utilization during reading. Furthermore, 

investigating how reading strategies intersect with other cognitive processes, such as critical thinking and 

metacognition, could yield a more comprehensive understanding of the cognitive toolkit employed by 

proficient readers. 

In conclusion, this study contributes to the broader understanding of reading comprehension 

strategies by uncovering the intricate dynamics that shape students' strategic engagement with texts. As 

educators and researchers continue to explore the dimensions of reading comprehension, these insights 

serve as a foundation for refining pedagogical practices and directing future investigations. Through the 

synergistic collaboration of educators, researchers, and learners, the journey to unravelling the nuances 

of effective reading comprehension strategies will undoubtedly continue, fostering a deeper appreciation 

for the art of understanding and deriving meaning from texts. 
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